Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 STATE 062965 
ORIGIN EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 SCS-06 L-03 DRC-01 CA-01 /024 R 


DRAFTED BY EUR;SOV;LWILLEMS:REH 

APPROVED BY CA/SCS - ELAMBERT 

FADRC/DR/A - FMMACHAK 

L/CA - RDALTON 

CA/SCS - RBOYLAN 

EUR;SOV - SMCCALL 

078188 120312Z/21 

R 1 1003 IZ MAR 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
INFO AMCONSUL LENINGRAD 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 062965 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CGEN 

SUBJECT: MFA REEUSAL TO AUTHENTICATE EMBASSY'S NOTARIAL 

REE: MOSCOW 3527 

1 . DEPTOFE CALLED REFTEL MATTER TO ATTENTION OF SOVIET 
CONSUL MALNEV MARCH 9 AND SUGGESTED THAT HE REPORT TO MFA 
THAT DEPARTMENT HAD IN RECENT WEEKS ACCOMMODATED SOVIET 
EMBASSY BY AUTHENTICATING SOVIET CONSUL'S AUTHENTICATION 
ON SEVERAL PATENT DOCUMENTS. MALNEV SAID HE HAD NO INFORMA- 
TION ABOUT ANY CHANGE IN MFA AUTHENTICATION PRACTICE AND 
DID NOT UNDERSTAND WHY MFA WOULD DECLINE TO AUTHENTICATE 
THE VYZOVS NOTARIZED BY THE EMBASSY. 

2. WE WOULD EXPECT MFA AND DEPT TO AUTHENTICATE NOTARIALS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 062965 

OF THE RESPECTIVE EMBASSIES AS NORMAL CONSULAR PRACTICE 
AND COURTESY, BUT THERE IS NO STATUTORY OR TREATY OBLIGATION 
TO DO SO. 

3. YOU MAY POINT OUT TO MFA THAT, IF MFA STOPS AUTHENTICAT- 
ING YOUR NOTARIALS, THE DEPT'S AUTHENTICATIONS OEFICE WILL 
STOP AUTHENTICATING SOVEMB NOTARIALS AND AUTHENTICATIONS. 
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